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About This Booklet

This editable information booklet brings the supplied 2026 speaker profiles 
into the same sequence as the Annual Conference Working Programme. 
Profiles are grouped by conference date and placed against the session, 
time and role in which the person appears in the supplied programme.

The booklet uses the supplied programme and profile material as its source. 
Where a programme participant does not have a corresponding biography 
in the supplied Profiles 2026 file, that person is not given an invented 
biography.

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE
Venue: Durban International Convention Centre

Dates: 5–8 October 2026
 

Audience: Public Sector Finance, Audit, Risk, Governance and related Professionals, MPAC 
Chairpersons and Researchers and Academics

Format: Keynotes | Masterclasses | Plenary Sessions | Breakaway Sessions 
| Networking | Exhibition

Location: Durban, KwaZulu-Natal
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Foreword
from the
President

It is my great pleasure, on behalf of the 
Chartered Institute of Government Fi-
nance, Audit & Risk (CIGFARO), to welcome 
you to the CIGFARO Annual Conference 
2026, taking place from 5–8 October 2026 
at the Durban International Convention 
Centre (Durban ICC).

The Annual Conference remains one of 
CIGFARO’s flagship platforms for bringing 
together professionals and leaders across 
public finance, audit, risk, governance and 
related disciplines. It provides an important 
opportunity for us to reflect on the evolving 
public sector environment, exchange knowl-
edge and experiences, and engage on prac-
tical approaches that can strengthen the 
institutions we serve.

As public sector professionals, we operate in 
an environment that demands greater ac-
countability, transparency, innovation and 
sound financial management. These expec-
tations require us to continuously strengthen 
our professional capabilities and to remain 
responsive to the changing needs of our 
communities and institutions.

This year’s conference programme has been 
developed to encourage meaningful dia-
logue, critical thinking and knowledge-shar-
ing through keynote presentations, mas-
terclasses, plenary engagements and 
breakaway sessions. I encourage every del-
egate to participate actively, ask questions, 
share experiences and make the most of the 
opportunities to engage with fellow profes-
sionals, speakers, partners and exhibitors.

The conference is also an opportunity to 
strengthen professional networks and build 

relationships that extend beyond the four 
days of engagement. It is through collabo-
ration, shared knowledge and a collective 
commitment to professional excellence that 
we can contribute meaningfully to stronger 
and more sustainable public institutions.
I would like to extend my sincere appreci-
ation to our members, speakers, sponsors, 
exhibitors, partners, stakeholders and the 
CIGFARO team for their continued commit-
ment and contribution to the success of this 
important platform.

As we gather in Durban, I invite you to en-
gage openly, learn from one another and 
take away practical insights that can be 
translated into action within your respective 
institutions.

I look forward to welcoming you to the CIG-
FARO Annual Conference 2026 and to shar-
ing in what promises to be an engaging, in-
sightful and impactful programme.

Warm regards,
Louise Muller
President
CIGFARO
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Message
from the
Chief Executive 
Officer

Dear Delegates, Partners, Exhibitors, 
Sponsors, and Stakeholders,

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to 
participate in the CIGFARO Annual Confer-
ence 2026, one of the foremost gatherings 
of finance, audit, risk, governance, and public 
sector professionals dedicated to strength-
ening local government across South Africa.

The CIGFARO Annual Conference serves as 
an important platform for collaboration, in-
novation, professional development, and 
knowledge sharing. As municipalities con-
tinue to navigate an increasingly complex 
environment, it is essential that professionals 
come together to exchange ideas, explore 
best practices, and identify sustainable solu-
tions that will enhance service delivery and 
improve the lives of our communities.

I encourage all delegates to take advantage 
of this unique opportunity to engage with in-
dustry experts, thought leaders, policymak-
ers, and fellow practitioners. The conference 
programme has been carefully designed 
to provide valuable insights into the latest 
developments, emerging trends, legislative 
changes, and innovative approaches shap-
ing the future of local government finance, 
audit, risk management, and governance.

I also extend a special invitation to our val-
ued corporate partners, service providers, 
and industry stakeholders to participate in 
the exhibition component of the conference. 
The exhibition offers an exceptional oppor-
tunity to showcase products, services, and 
innovations to a highly targeted audience 
of decision-makers and professionals from 
municipalities across the country. It is a plat-

form that fosters meaningful engagement, 
strategic partnerships, and business growth 
while contributing to the advancement of 
the local government sector.

The success of the CIGFARO Annual Confer-
ence is built on the collective support and 
participation of our members, partners, ex-
hibitors, sponsors, and delegates Together, 
we create an environment that promotes 
professional excellence, innovation, and col-
laboration in pursuit of stronger and more 
effective local government institutions.

I look forward to welcoming you to the CIG-
FARO Annual Conference 2026 and encour-
age you to be part of this dynamic event, 
whether as a delegate, exhibitor, sponsor, or 
strategic partner.

Together, let us shape the future of local 
government through excellence, innova-
tion, and collaboration.

Warm regards,

Nakisani Mathobo
Chief Executive Officer
Chartered Institute of Government Finance, 
Audit & Risk Officers (CIGFARO)
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About CIGFARO
The Chartered Institute of Government Finance, Audit & Risk Officers 
(CIGFARO) is a professional body committed to advancing excellence 
in public sector finance, audit, risk management, governance and 
accountability. CIGFARO provides a platform for professionals across 
the public sector to strengthen their knowledge, share best practices 
and engage on developments affecting the effective management 

of public resources.

Through our conferences, workshops, seminars, webinars, professional forums 
and knowledge-sharing platforms, CIGFARO promotes continuous professional 
development, ethical leadership, sound financial management and improved 
governance. The Institute brings together practitioners, policymakers, 
academics, industry experts and other stakeholders to facilitate meaningful 
dialogue and contribute to the development of a capable, accountable and 

sustainable public sector.

Professional 
Excellence
Strengthening 
the capabilities 
and professional 
practice of public 
sector finance, 
audit and risk 
professionals.

Knowledge & 
Innovation
Creating 
platforms for 
knowledge 
exchange, 
innovation and 
practical solutions 
to emerging 
public sector 
challenges.

Governance & 
Accountability
Promoting sound 
governance, 
transparency, 
ethical leadership 
and responsible 
management of 
public resources.

Collaboration & 
Partnerships
Building meaningful 
relationships among 
professionals, 
institutions, 
government, 
business and other 
stakeholders.

OUR FOCUS
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Municipalities need technology that does more than digitise processes. They needMunicipalities need technology that does more than digitise processes. They needMunicipalities need technology that does more than digitise processes. They need
solutions that enable stronger financial management, greater efficiency and bettersolutions that enable stronger financial management, greater efficiency and bettersolutions that enable stronger financial management, greater efficiency and better
decision-making.decision-making.decision-making.

Munsoft empowers municipalities with innovative technology solutioMunsoft empowers municipalities with innovative technology solutioMunsoft empowers municipalities with innovative technology solutions designed tons designed tons designed to
simplify operations, strengthen financial management and support more sustainablesimplify operations, strengthen financial management and support more sustainablesimplify operations, strengthen financial management and support more sustainable
service delivery.service delivery.service delivery.

Smarter technology. Stronger municipalities. Better outcomes.Smarter technology. Stronger municipalities. Better outcomes.Smarter technology. Stronger municipalities. Better outcomes.

MUNSOFT MUNSOFT MUNSOFT - To provide ERP solutions that matter to municipalities.- To provide ERP solutions that matter to municipalities.- To provide ERP solutions that matter to municipalities.

Municipalities need technology that does more than digitise processes. They need
solutions that enable stronger financial management, greater efficiency and better
decision-making.

Munsoft empowers municipalities with innovative technology solutions designed to
simplify operations, strengthen financial management and support more sustainable
service delivery.

Smarter technology. Stronger municipalities. Better outcomes.

MUNSOFT - To provide ERP solutions that matter to municipalities.

www.munsoft.co.za

THE FUTURE OF LOCALTHE FUTURE OF LOCALTHE FUTURE OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT GOVERNMENT GOVERNMENT STARTS WITHSTARTS WITHSTARTS WITH
SMARTER TECHNOLOGYSMARTER TECHNOLOGYSMARTER TECHNOLOGY

THE FUTURE OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT STARTS WITH
SMARTER TECHNOLOGY
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Program Directors &
Motivational Speaker

ENKROMELLE 
ANDREW
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TUMELO 
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 Conference Overview
5–8 OCTOBER 2026

DURBAN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTRE
DURBAN, KWAZULU-NATAL

The CIGFARO Annual Conference 2026 brings together public sector professionals, government 
leaders, policymakers, practitioners, academics, business partners and other stakeholders for 
four days of learning, engagement, networking and professional development.

The conference provides a platform to examine the changing public sector environment, 
engage with current developments in public finance, audit, risk and governance, and explore 
practical approaches that can contribute to stronger and more sustainable public institutions.

Through keynote addresses, masterclasses, plenary engagements, breakaway sessions, 
networking opportunities and exhibitions, delegates will have the opportunity to gain new 
insights, exchange experiences and connect with fellow professionals.

  WHY ATTEND?

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE
Venue: Durban International Convention Centre

Dates: 5–8 October 2026
 

Audience: Public Sector Finance, Audit, Risk, Governance and related Professionals, MPAC 
Chairpersons and Researchers and Academics

Format: Keynotes | Masterclasses | Plenary Sessions | Breakaway Sessions 
| Networking | Exhibition

Location: Durban, KwaZulu-Natal

LEARN
Gain practical 
insights from 
experienced 
practitioners, 
thought leaders 
and subject-matter 
experts.

ENGAGE
Participate in 
meaningful 
discussions on the 
issues shaping 
public sector 
finance, audit, risk 
and governance.

CONNECT
Build professional 
relationships 
with colleagues, 
institutions, 
sponsors, exhibitors 
and industry 
partners.

LEAD
Take away 
knowledge 
and practical 
approaches 
that can support 
stronger leadership, 
accountability and 
performance within 
public institutions.
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MONDAY 05 OCTOBER 2026
PRE – MASTER CLASSES

TIME ACTIVITY VENUE: DURBAN ICC
12:00 – 17:00 Registration & Late Registrations
14:00 – 17:00 Concurrent Master Classes

Building Financial Resilience in a Time of Fiscal 
Uncertainty
•	 Managing shrinking budgets and increasing 

service delivery demands
•	 Financial risk management and contingency 

planning
•	 Strengthening institutional resilience
•	 Best practices for sustainable public financial 

management

Staff Support: Lebohang Mkhabela
Board Support: Zinzi Mphahlele

Facilitator: Mirriam Sunda - CIGFARO

Main Presenter: Khomotso Letsatsi - Financial 
and Fiscal Commission

Panel Members:
•	 Yvonne Malesa - JB Marks Municipality
•	 Sarah Dunmun - uMlalazi Municipality

Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-
Making in Public Finance 
•	 Leveraging data analytics for improved 

financial planning
•	 Digital transformation in financial 

management systems
•	 Artificial Intelligence and automation in public 

finance
•	 Enhancing transparency and accountability 

through technology

Staff Support: Nontobeko Ntini
Board Support: Claire van der Poll

Facilitator: Katlego Masemola - Orion Cyber

Main presenter: Thenzie Stewart - CSIR

Panel Members:
•	 Xolile Mdluli - National Treasury
•	 Yamkela Mehlomakulu - 
         Eastern Cape Provincial Treasury
•	 Koketso Moeng - Ntiyiso Consulting

The Power of Public Speaking in Leadership: 
•	 Exploring the role of professional and effective 

communication in governance and leadership.

Staff Support: Amanda Magadze
Board Support: Maphefo Mgadi

Facilitator: Lucas Raphela - National School of 
Government

Main Presenter: Dr Lakela Kaunda - National 
School of Government

Panel Members:
•	 Phumla Williams - 
       National School of Government
•	 Maria Makhongela - CIGFARO

TUESDAY 06 OCTOBER 2026
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: ENKROMELLE ANDREW

BOARD SUPPORT: MARIA MAKHONGELA
TIME TOPIC
07:30 – 08:30 Late Registration outside the Conference Hall
08:30 – 09:00 Entertainment
09:00 – 09:10 National Anthem
09:10 – 09:15 Safety Officer Presentation Durban ICC
09:15 – 09:30 Conference Introduction Program Director

09:30 – 10:00 Host City Welcoming Address Executive Mayor Cllr Cyril Xaba
Mayor of eThekwini Municipality

10:00 – 10:30 CIGFARO Presidential Address & Opening of the 
Conference

Louise Muller 
CIGFARO President

10:30 – 10:45 Words of Support from the Office of the KZN 
Premier

Rev Thulasizwe Buthelezi 
MEC of KZN COGTA

 Conference Programme
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 Conference Programme

10-45 – 11:00 Words of Support: Global Federation of Public 
Finance Association 

Grace Martinez 
GFOA President

11:00 – 11:15 Words of Support by Platinum Sponsor Nicholas Maweni
Munsoft

11:15 – 12:00

Keynote Address:
Reimagining Public Finance Leadership for a 
Changing South Africa
•	 Economic outlook
•	 Public sector transformation
•	 Leadership imperatives for the future

Mzamo Buthelezi
Minister of Public Service and Administration

12:00 – 13:00
LUNCH BREAK AND VIEWING OF EXHIBITION STANDS

PROGRAM DIRECTOR: ENKROMELLE ANDREW
BOARD SUPPORT: NAKISANI MATHOBO

13:00 – 13:30 How are Public Finance Leaders navigating digital 
transformation for the future of public finance?

Prof Tankiso Moloi 
University of Johannesburg

13:30 –14:00 Building Inclusive and Resilient Public Finance 
Leadership

Nkululeko Dunga 
Gauteng MEC of Finance

14:00 – 15:15
Panel discussion: Women in Public Finance 
Leadership: Influencing Change and Driving 
Impact

Facilitator: Cherly Reddy - Past President 
CIGFARO

Panel Members:  
•     Nosipho Nkomo - CCG Systems
•     Louise Muller - CIGFARO President
•     Thenzie Stewart - CSIR
•     Yvonne Malesa - JB Marks Municipality

15:15 – 16:00
Reimagining Public Finance Leadership: mSCOA 
as the Foundation for Transparency and 
Accountability

Una Rautenbach 
National Treasury

16:00 – 16:05 Conference Closure Enkromelle Andrew

16:15– 17:00 CIGFARO AGM – All

16:00 – 17:00 Viewing of the Exhibitors stands

19:00 – 22:00 Welcoming Function • Awards

WEDNESDAY 07 OCTOBER 2026 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: ANDILE MAKHANDA- MUNSOFT

BOARD SUPPORT: ASMA SHEIK
07:30 - 08:30 VIEWING OF THE EXHIBITION STANDS EXHIBITION HALL

TIME TOPIC

08:30 – 09:00 Recap of the previous day and set the tone for the day

09:00 – 10:00 Public Sector Case Studies and Best Practice 
Showcases

Prof. Zamokuhle Mbandlwa 
Durban University Technology

10: 00– 11:00
Panel Discussion: 
•      Professionalisation: Building a Competent, 

Ethical and Future-Ready Public Finance 
Profession

Staff Support:
Facilitator: Andile Makhanda - Munsoft

Main Presenter: 
Dr Andrew Siddle - Public Governance and 
Policy Consultant

Panel Members:
•	 Annalene Marias - CIGFARO 
•	 Phillip Rakgwale - SAIGA
•	 Lesego Komane - National School of 

Government

11:00 – 11:30 REFRESHMENTS



12  •  CIGFARO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026 13  •  CIGFARO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026

 Conference Programme

BREAKAWAY SESSIONS CONCURRENT
FOCUS AREA POLITICAL/OVERSIGHT MFMA PFMA AUDIT, RISK & 

PERFORMANCE

11:30 – 13:30

Strengthening 
Governance, 
Accountability and 
Public Trust

Staff Support: 
Nontobeko Ntini 
Board Member: 
Wiseman Dlamini
Facilitator: 
Maphefo Mgadi

Main Presenter: 
Adv. Dinkie Portia 
Dube-Public Protector 
South Africa
 

Panel Members:
•	 Patrick Mcklein - 

Siyancuma Local 
Municipality

•	 Cllr Muzi Mtshali - 
King Cetshwayo 
District 
Municipality

•	 Bongani Mdletshe - 
National Treasury

•	 Cllr Bheke Stofile - 
SALGA

•	 Nhlamulo Mathye - 
SALGA

Reimagining MFMA 
Implementation for 
Improved Municipal 
Performance

Staff Support: 
Amanda Magadze
Board Member: 
Mihloti Shirinda 
Facilitator: 
Morakane Mototo

Main Presenter: 
Kulani Mkhonto- 
Munsoft

Panel Members:
•	 Justice Maceke - 

Munsoft
•	 Mamikie Bogatsu 

- Frances Baard 
Municipality

•	 Dr Amos Zungu - 
DUT

Modernising Financial 
Management for 
Greater Public Value

Staff Support: 
Thulani Oliphant
Board Member: 
James Motaung
Facilitator: 
Semanga Ruiters

Main Presenter: 
Tholakele Ndlazulwana 
-AGSA

Panel Members:
•	 Nonhlanhla 

Thanjekwayo - KZN 
Tourism and Film 
Authority

•	 Phando Legoale - 
Northwest COGTA

•	 Matsobane 
Aphane - KZN 
COGTA

Moving from 
Assurance to 
Organisational Value

Staff Support: 
Esther Gumata
Board Member: 
Mirriam Sunda
Facilitator: 
Sanele Ngema

Main Presenter:
Ntombizamatolo 
Lugongolo- uMngeni 
uThukela Water

Panel Members:
•	 Prof. Cameron 

Modisane – UNISA
•	 Jay Ramharak - 

Risk Management 
South Africa 
(IRMSA)

•	 Alistair Chibi - 
SALGA

13:30 – 14:30 LUNCH  AND VIEWING OF EXHIBITION STANDS
FOCUS AREA ICT MFMA UIFW GRAP

14:30 – 16:30

Leading the Digital 
Future of Public 
Financial Management

Staff Support: 
Nontobeko Ntini
Board Member: 
Maphefo Mgadi
Facilitator: 
Asma Sheik

Main Presenter: 
Jonathan Kleinhans - 
Hessequa Municipality 

Panel Members:
•	 Robinson Shai - 

Mantkitsolution
•	 Anir Bidesi - KZN 

Tourism and Film 
Authority

•	 Kholofelo Halefose 
- Eskom

Financial Resilience 
in Local Government: 
Navigating Today’s 
Challenges

Staff Support: Amanda 
Magadze
Board Member: Sanele 
Ngema
Facilitator: Claire van 
der Poll

Main Presenter: Loyiso 
Masuku - City of 
Johannesburg

Panel Members:
•	 Prof. Nirmala 

Dorasamy – DUT
•	 Musa Mbhele 

– eThekwini 
Municipality

•	 Lerato Phasha - 
SALGA

•	 Sadesh Ramjathan 
- National 
Treasury

Financing 
Infrastructure for Long-
Term Public Value

Staff Support: 
Thulani Oliphant
Board Member: 
Nakisani Mathobo
Facilitator: 
Sbu Zakwe

Main Presenter: Dr 
Joey Krishnan - KZN 
COGTA

Panel Members:
•	 James Matsie - 

SALGA
•	 Skhumbuzo 

Mgobhozi - KZN 
COGTA

•	 Dr Nomonde Khiva 
- SALGA

Strengthening 
Transparency Through 
Quality Financial 
Reporting

Staff Support: 
Esther Gumata
Board Member: 
Lindi Nolte
Facilitator: 
Maria Makhongela

Main Presenter: 
Siyasanga Nondlazi - 
Accounting Standards 
Board

Panel Members:
•	 Dr Mariska 

McKenzie – 
University of 
Johannesburg

•	 Nelsiwe Ncama-
KZN Provincial 
Treasury

•	 Manenzhe 
Manenzhe
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THURSDAY 08 OCTOBER 2026
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: TUMELO MOTHOTOANE

09:00 – 09: 15 RECAP OF THE PREVIOUS DAY AND SET THE TONE FOR THE DAY
09:00 – 09: 15 Recap of the previous day and set the tone for the day

09:15 – 09:45 The Power of Collaboration: Building Networks that 
Drive Public Value

Sithole Mbanga
SALGA

09:45 – 10:15 Ceremonial signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding

Bontle Lerumo 
PSETA

Nakisani Mathobo
CIGFARO

10:15 – 10:45 Leading with Purpose: The Human Side of Public 
Finance Leadership

Daluhlanga Majeke
Eastern Cape Provincial Treasury

10:45 – 11:30 From Vision to Action: Shaping the Future of Public 
Finance Leadership in South Africa

Dr Namane Dickson Masemola
Deputy Minister of COGTA

11:30 – 12:15 CLOSING OF THE CONFERENCE Louise Muller
CIGFARO President

12:15– 13:00 Motivational Speaker Londy Ngcobo 
Blaqmermaid

LUNCH PACKS AFTER MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER

“You must always be able to predict what’s 
next and then have the flexibility to evolve.”
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05 October 2026

PRE–MASTER CLASSES • 14:00–17:00 • Three concurrent 
master classes

PROFILE SEQUENCE 
 

KHOMOTSO LETSATSI
14:00–17:00 • Building Financial Resilience in a Time of Fiscal Uncertainty

YVONNE MALESA
14:00–17:00 • Building Financial Resilience in a Time of Fiscal Uncertainty

SARAH DUNMUN
14:00–17:00 • Building Financial Resilience in a Time of Fiscal Uncertainty

YAMKELA MEHLOMAKULU
14:00–17:00 • Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public Finance

KOKETSO MOENG
14:00–17:00 • Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public Finance

THENZIE STEWART
14:00–17:00 • Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public Finance

XOLILE IMMACULATE MDLULI-MNCUBE
14:00–17:00 • Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public Finance

DR. LAKELA KAUNDA
14:00–17:00 • The Power of Public Speaking in Leadership

PHUMLA WILLIAMS
14:00–17:00 • The Power of Public Speaking in Leadership

MARIA MAKHONGELA
14:00–17:00 • The Power of Public Speaking in Leadership
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  5 OCTOBER  •  PRE–MASTER CLASSES  

SPEAKER PROFILES

Khomotso Letsatsi
Commissioner, Financial and Fiscal Commission
Main Presenter 14:00 – 17:00
Building Financial Resilience in a Time of Fiscal Uncertainty

Khomotso Letsatsi is a public finance expert with over 26 
years in the public sector, with senior roles at the City of 
Johannesburg, National Treasury, SALGA and the PIC. She is 
currently Executive Head of the Lanseria Smart City Project 
Management Office at the GGDA and a Commissioner at the 
Financial and Fiscal Commission, leading work on the Lanseria 
Hi-Tech SEZ, smart city strategy and bulk infrastructure 
financing. She was previously a Senior Municipal Finance 
Expert at UNCDF and Chief Officer: Municipal Finance at 
SALGA. As Group Treasurer at the City of Johannesburg, she 
pioneered South Africa’s first municipal commercial paper 
and first listed municipal Green Bond, which won the C40 
Cities Climate Leadership Group Innovation Award in 2014. 
Her focus is municipal investment finance, fiscal policy and 
public sector economic growth.

Yvonne Malesa
JB Marks Local Municipality
Panel Member 14:00 – 17:00
Building Financial Resilience in a Time of Fiscal Uncertainty

Yvonne Nomvula Malesa is a seasoned academic with 4 
(four) degrees under her belt namely B. Com Accounting, 
Post Graduate Diploma in Finance, Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) and recently completed a Bachelor of 
Laws (LLB) degree. Yvonne is also currently pursuing Doctoral 
(PHD) studies with UNISA majoring in Risk Management and 
Finance. Yvonne has over 15 years of work experience, having 
worked in Internal Audit, Supply Chain Management, Assets 
Management and also worked as a Budget Manager for 
three years and she is currently working as a Chief Risk Officer 
(CRO) for JB Marks Local Municipality. She is also acting as a 
Director of Sports, Arts and Culture for the same Municipality. 
Yvonne serves as a Chairperson of the Risk Management 
Committee for the City of Matlosana Local Municipality. 
Moreover, Yvonne is also a qualified Facilitator, Assessor, Poet 
and Published Author of 3 books.
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  5 OCTOBER  •  PRE–MASTER CLASSES  

SPEAKER PROFILES

Yamkela Mehlomakulu
Eastern Cape Provincial Treasury
Panel Member 14:00 – 17:00
Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public 
Finance

Chartered CIO and PhD candidate, Chief Director: Financial 
Information Systems at Provincial Treasury, Eastern Cape 
for 5 years. Over 20 years of senior ICT leadership in digital 
transformation, enterprise architecture, and public financial 
systems. Strengths: large-scale IFMS and ERP delivery 
in complex government, governance and cybersecurity 
expertise, policy translated into executable strategy. 
Weakness: comprehensive solutions can slow rapid iteration. 
Opportunities: AI and data analytics for fiscal oversight, 
automated compliance reporting. Threat: cybersecurity risk 
and legacy system dependencies. As DDG ICT: e-Government, 
I bring execution certainty from leading secure provincial 
financial systems, citizen impact through digitised services, 
and future-fit governance as a PhD candidate researching 
[research area] — bridging Treasury, IT, and frontline service 
delivery to enable the Premier’s priorities.

Sarah Dunmun
Afrizen Consulting
Panel Member  14:00 – 17:00
Building Financial Resilience in a Time of Fiscal Uncertainty

Sarah Dunmun qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 2010. 
After completing her articles at PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
she joined the firm’s consulting division, and later resigned 
as a Senior Manager to actively manage her company, 
Afrizen Accounting and Consulting, which she founded in 
2021. Sarah is the chairperson and a member of the audit 
committee at two KZN municipalities. She also serves as a 
board member for SWIFT (South African Women in Film and 
TV). Under Sarah’s directorship and management, Afrizen is a 
proudly BBBEE Level 1 company whose purpose is to focus on 
relationships, deliver quality, value-driven outputs and build 
capacity. The company works closely with both government 
and private sector clients to support strengthening internal 
controls, accounting and financial management, mSCOA, 
tax, developing credible financial statements, and enhancing 
audit processes and improving audit outcomes.
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  5 OCTOBER  •  PRE–MASTER CLASSES  

SPEAKER PROFILES

Koketso Moeng
Ntiyiso Consulting
Panel Member  14:00 – 17:00
Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public 
Finance

Koketso Moeng is Chief Information Officer at Ntiyiso, where 
he leads technology strategy across business systems, data 
and analytics, infrastructure, cybersecurity and emerging 
technologies, with a particular focus on strengthening 
technology-enabled municipal service delivery. Before joining 
Ntiyiso, Koketso spent more than 7 years at SAS, including as 
Senior Manager for Technical Support responsible for the 
Middle East and Africa. His work covered enterprise analytics 
platforms, customer success, technical operations and 
large-scale analytics deployments. He began his career 
at Statistics South Africa, where he spent approximately 15 
years progressing from programming and developer roles 
into data architecture and technology leadership.

Thenzie Stewart 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
Main Presenter 14:00 – 17:00
Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public 
Finance

Thenzie Stewart is a senior technology and financial systems 
leader with over 25 years’ experience across ICT, digital 
transformation, governance and public-sector financial 
management. She is Senior Manager: Financial Systems at 
the CSIR, leading the modernisation of enterprise financial 
systems, digital transformation, financial governance and 
data-driven decision-making. Her career spans leadership 
roles at the CSIR and the Auditor-General of South Africa, 
covering ERP transformation, automation, digital finance, AI 
enablement and audit remediation. She holds a BCom in 
Information Technology (Cum Laude) and a Postgraduate 
Diploma in IT at NQF Level 8, and is an IoDSA Certified Director, 
Chartered CIO – C-CIO(SA), CITBP(SA) and PMIITPSA® 
member. Thenzie is passionate about applying AI, digital 
innovation and data to improve public financial management 
and public value — believing successful transformation is 
less about new technology than about enabling leaders to 
decide better and deliver better outcomes for citizens.
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Xolile Mdluli-Mncube
National Treasury
Panel Member  14:00 – 17:00
Digital Innovation and Data-Driven Decision-Making in Public 
Finance

Xolile Mdluli-Mncube an Economist and data management 
professional with extensive experience in database 
administration and public sector finance. Currently serving 
as an Economist within Intergovernmental Relations at the 
National Treasury, providing support for local government 
budget analysis through data management, system 
administration, reporting, and stakeholder engagement. 
This role focuses on maintaining data integrity, enhancing 
reporting systems, and enabling evidence-based decision-
making across municipalities and government stakeholders.
Over the years, the strong analytical capabilities, public 
finance expertise, and stakeholder management skills have 
contributed to advancing data-driven governance and 
improving public service delivery.

Dr. Lakela Kaunda
National School of Government, South Africa
Main Presenter 14:00 – 17:00
The Power of Public Speaking in Leadership

Dr. Kaunda is Deputy Director-General for administration and 
corporate services at the National School of Government 
in South Africa, and a seasoned public sector executive 
specialising in corporate governance, political management, 
government communications and editorial management. Her 
senior government roles include Chief Operations Officer and 
Head of the Private Office of the President in the Presidency, 
and spokesperson to the Deputy President. She has also 
served as COO at the Ministry of Cooperative Governance 
and Traditional Affairs, head of communication at the 
Department of Social Development, and communication 
director at the Department of Communications. A former 
journalist, she worked as a political correspondent and 
newspaper editor. She holds a doctorate in public affairs, 
an MPhil in South African Politics and Political Economy, a BA 
Honours in Politics and a Post-graduate Diploma in World 
Politics.
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Phumla Williams 
National School of Government
Panel Member 14:00 – 17:00
The Power of Public Speaking in Leadership

Phumla Williams spent 28 years in the Public Service, nearly 
24 of them in senior management, specialising in governance 
and communication. Before that she was a community 
activist. She retired at the end of 2022 as Director-General 
and Cabinet spokesperson, and built deep expertise in public 
service governance and government communication. She 
gave numerous print and broadcast interviews on topical 
issues and worked with departmental communications 
units to shape their communication strategies. She holds a 
bachelor’s and a master’s in public administration (UNISA) 
and a Certificate in Public Sector Finance (Stellenbosch). She 
is passionate about public service excellence and citizen 
engagement, and is currently a Senior Fellow at the National 
School of Government.

Maria Makhongela
CIGFARO Vice President
Panel Member  14:00 – 17:00
The Power of Public Speaking in Leadership

Maria Makhongela is Vice President of CIGFARO, on its Board 
since 2017 and a two-term Limpopo Chairperson. Her branch 
won Branch of the Year for 2024 and 2025. A Certified Ethics 
Officer and qualified internal auditor, she has been Chief 
Audit Executive at Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality for 16 years 
and founded Maruleng’s Internal Audit Unit in 2008. She 
has presented papers on internal audit, risk, ethics and 
governance for the IIA, IRMSA, CIGFARO, SALGA and National 
Treasury, among others. She is a mother of one daughter and 
founded Eternal Glory Worship Church in June 2020. She is 
passionate about worship and winning souls for Jesus Christ.
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06 October 2026

MAIN CONFERENCE
Opening, keynote, leadership sessions, panel discussion, 

mSCOA and welcoming function

PROFILE SEQUENCE 

THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR CLLR CYRIL XABA
09:30 – 10:00 • Host City Welcoming Addressl

LOUISE MULLER
10:00–10:30 • Presidential Address & Opening of the Conference
10:30–10:45 • Words of Support from the Office of the KZN Premier

MEC THULASIZWE BUTHELEZI
10:30–10:45• KZN Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs

GRACE MARTINEZ 
10-45 – 11:00 • Words of Support: Global Federation of Public Finance Association

NICOLAS MAWENI 
11:00 – 11:15 • Words of Support by Platinum Sponsor

INKOSI MZAMO BUTHELEZI
11:15–12:00 • Reimagining Public Finance Leadership for a Changing South Africa

PROF TANKISO MOLOI 
 13:00 – 13:30 • How are Public Finance Leaders navigating digital transformation for the   

              future of public finance?

HON. NKULULEKO DUNGA 
13:30–14:00 • Building Inclusive and Resilient Public Finance Leadership

NOZIPHO NKOMO / LOUISE MULLER / THENZIE STEWART / YVONNE MALESA
14:00–15:00 • Women in Public Finance Leadership: Influencing Change and Driving Impact

UNA RAUTENBACH
15:15–16:00 •  Reimagining Public Finance Leadership: mSCOA as the Foundation for             

            Transparency and Accountability. 
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SPEAKER PROFILES

The Executive Mayor Cllr Cyril Xaba
eThekwini Municipality
Keynote Speaker 09:30 – 10:00
Host City Welcoming Address

Councillor Xaba’s political career began young and spanned 
most of his adult life in public office. Raised in Clermont, 
he was shaped by a community active in the struggle for 
freedom. After 1994 he served in the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial 
Legislature, chairing committees on Public Works, Finance, 
Economic Development and Constitutional Affairs, and 
serving as Chief Whip. From 2009 he was Special Advisor 
to then Premier Dr Zweli Mkhize, then chaired the KwaZulu-
Natal Provincial Planning Commission from 2010 to 2014. After 
the 2014 election he became MEC for Agriculture and Rural 
Development, and later served as a Member of Parliament 
and Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Defence 
and Military Veterans. In February 2023 he was appointed 
Chairperson of the ANC NEC’s Legal and Constitutional 
Affairs Sub-Committee. He has been Mayor of eThekwini 
Municipality since July 2024, holds a Master of Law degree 
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal, and spends his spare 
time with his family and the people of Clermont.

Louise Muller
CIGFARO President
Opening Speaker 10:00 – 10:30
Presidential Address & Opening of the Conference
14:00–15:00 Women in Public Finance Leadership panel

Director: Valuations, City of Cape Town; CIGFARO President. 
Over 30 years in local and national government finance, 
with expertise in municipal finance, property valuations, 
governance and legislation. Qualifications include a BCompt 
in Accounting Science (UNISA), MFMA Minimum Competency 
Modules (Stellenbosch), a Postgraduate Diploma in Property 
Studies (UCT) and one in Public Law — Local Government Law 
(UWC). She represents the CFO on the SALGA Western Cape 
Finance and Fiscal Policy Working Group, serves on the City’s 
Bid Adjudication Committee, and is a PSExec (SA), Fellow and 
Honorary Life Member of CIGFARO, a member since 1989. Her 
mission: “Autograph your work with excellence.”
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Grace Martinez 
GFOA President
Keynote Speaker 10:45 – 11:00
Words of Support: Global Federation of Public Finance 
Association

Grace Martinez serves on GFOA’s Executive Board. She is 
director of financial reporting and operational accounting 
at the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, overseeing 
financial reporting, payroll, accounts payable and receivable, 
grants accounting, and cost allocation. She was previously 
acting CFO and deputy CFO at the San Mateo County Transit 
District and deputy finance director at the City of San Jose, 
with over thirty-five years in public and private finance. 
Her goals are to elevate the voice of all GFOA members, 
particularly those from special districts, transportation, and 
planning commissions — strengthening board governance, 
expanding outreach, and equipping members to promote 
strong financial management in their communities. She is a 
member of the AICPA and the California Society of CPAs, and 
serves on a Silicon Valley nonprofit board.

MEC Thulasizwe Buthelezi
KZN Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs
Keynote Speaker 10:30 – 10:45
Words of Support from the Office of the KZN Premier

Rev. Thulasizwe Buthelezi is an experienced political and 
public-sector leader whose career spans youth leadership, 
provincial government and local government in KwaZulu-
Natal. He began in the IFP Youth Brigade as National 
Chairperson from 2004 to 2008, then served as a Member of 
the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Legislature from 2006 to 2011, 
gaining experience in provincial legislative processes and 
public governance. Rev. Buthelezi later served as Mayor of 
the Zululand District Municipality from 2017 to 2024, gaining 
extensive experience in municipal governance, service 
delivery and intergovernmental relations. In June 2024, he was 
appointed MEC for Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs in the KZN Provincial Government, where he oversees 
cooperative governance, municipalities and traditional 
affairs. He holds a degree in Business Administration from the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, complementing his extensive 
experience in government and public leadership.
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Inkosi Mzamo Buthelezi
Minister of Public Service and Administration, South Africa
Keynote Speaker   11:15 – 12:00
Reimagining Public Finance Leadership for a Changing South 
Africa.

Appointed by President Cyril Ramaphosa on 30 June 2024, he 
is charged with strengthening the public service and building 
a capable, ethical, responsive state. He is also Deputy 
President of the Inkatha Freedom Party and a respected 
Inkosi (Chief) of the Buthelezi Clan at Embongombongweni, 
Louwsburg, eNgoje in KZN. A direct descendant of King 
Mpande, he is a Prince by birth. His career spans the private, 
public and community sectors — veterinary services, 
banking and finance, then environmental governance and 
community development, including service as Chairperson 
of the KwaZulu-Natal People and Parks Forum. In government 
he has served at local, provincial and national level: as Mayor 
of Zululand District Municipality, as a Member of the KwaZulu-
Natal Provincial Legislature, and since 2017 in the National 
Assembly, where his work has centred on finance and public-
sector portfolios.

Nicolas Maweni 
Munsoft
Keynote Speaker   11:00 – 11:15
Words of Support by Platinum Sponsor

Nicholas Darius Maweni is CEO of Munsoft, a provider of 
municipal financial management and ERP systems across 
South Africa and the wider region. He brings over 24 years of 
senior executive experience across the private sector, public 
sector and civil society, spanning strategy, governance, 
technology and public administration. His focus is helping 
municipalities grow revenue, improve financial viability, and 
decide on the strength of credible systems. He has held 
senior roles at SAP Africa, IBM Africa, Skynet Worldwide Express 
and Virgin Mobile South Africa, and was Chief of Staff in the 
Ministries of Arts and Culture, and Justice and Constitutional 
Development. He has chaired SAMRO and Amnesty 
International South Africa, and served on the Council of the 
Central University of Technology. He holds a Master of Laws 
degree, is pursuing an LLD, and has won the Black Management 
Forum Manager of the Year Award. He is passionate about 
ethical leadership and financially sustainable, accountable, 
citizen-centred municipalities.
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Hon. Nkululeko Dunga 
MEC for Finance, Gauteng Provincial Government
Keynote Speaker  13:30 – 14:00
Building Inclusive and Resilient Public Finance Leadership

Dunga’s political consciousness formed in the ANC Youth 
League’s Economic Freedom in Our Lifetime generation. 
He joined the EFF in 2016, rising from Branch Chairperson 
of Ward 64 to Regional Chairperson in Ekurhuleni, and was 
elected Provincial Chairperson in Gauteng in 2022. As MMC 
for Finance in Ekurhuleni from 2022, he grew the city’s cash 
reserves from about R350 million to R2.1 billion, recovered 
some R350 million through the Siyacima Manje Namhlanje 
revenue campaign, and extended indigent relief to about 
500,000 households. In 2026 he joined the Gauteng Provincial 
Legislature as MEC for Finance, with responsibility for Public-
Private Partnerships and a provincial budget of R179.2 billion. 
He holds a Bachelor’s in Public Management from Regenesys 
and is completing an LLB through UNISA. His conviction: good 
governance, accountability and ethical leadership are the 
foundation of service delivery and economic transformation.

Prof Tankiso Moloi 
University of Johannesburg
Keynote Speaker  13:00 – 13:30
How are Public Finance Leaders navigating digital
transformation for the future of public finance?

Prof Tankiso Moloi is currently the Executive Dean: College 
of Business and Economics. He  is a professor of accounting 
whose research interest focuses on risk management, 
strategy, artificial intelligence, and digital transformation. He 
has written and supervised numerous doctoral and master’s 
students on these topics, and his expert opinions are sought 
widely on the topics. In his career, Tankiso has held various 
positions in the finance, mining, and higher education 
sectors. He has also won several industry awards and 
secured various grants for research and skills development, 
a testimony to the relevance and impact of his work.
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Nozipho Nkomo
CCG Systems
Panel Member 14:00 – 15:00
Women in Public Finance Leadership: Influencing Change 
and Driving Impact

Nozipho Nkomo is an esteemed professional and the Chief 
Operating Officer of CCG Systems, bringing over a decade of  
experience in accounting and auditing. She trained under the 
prestigious Ernst & Young; she has honed her expertise across 
various financial systems. Nozipho’s wealth of knowledge 
spans across Advisory Services, Financial Accounting, 
Financial Management, and Taxation. Her leadership and 
technical skills have been instrumental in the successful 
implementation of critical ERP systems as well as mSCOA 
compliance projects. Respected for her depth of experience 
and unwavering commitment to excellence, Nozipho is a 
pivotal figure in driving operational success and strategic 
growth within CCG Systems.

Louise Muller
CIGFARO President
Panel Member  14:00 – 15:00
Women in Public Finance Leadership: Influencing Change 
and Driving Impact

Director: Valuations, City of Cape Town; CIGFARO President. 
Over 30 years in local and national government finance, 
with expertise in municipal finance, property valuations, 
governance and legislation. Qualifications include a BCompt 
in Accounting Science (UNISA), MFMA Minimum Competency 
Modules (Stellenbosch), a Postgraduate Diploma in Property 
Studies (UCT) and one in Public Law — Local Government Law 
(UWC). She represents the CFO on the SALGA Western Cape 
Finance and Fiscal Policy Working Group, serves on the City’s 
Bid Adjudication Committee, and is a PSExec (SA), Fellow and 
Honorary Life Member of CIGFARO, a member since 1989. Her 
mission: “Autograph your work with excellence.”
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Thenzie Stewart 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
Panel Member  14:00 – 15:00
Women in Public Finance Leadership: Influencing Change 
and Driving Impact

Thenzie Stewart is a senior technology and financial systems 
leader with over 25 years’ experience across ICT, digital 
transformation, governance and public-sector financial 
management. She is Senior Manager: Financial Systems at 
the CSIR, leading the modernisation of enterprise financial 
systems, digital transformation, financial governance and 
data-driven decision-making. Her career spans leadership 
roles at the CSIR and the Auditor-General of South Africa, 
covering ERP transformation, automation, digital finance, AI 
enablement and audit remediation. She holds a BCom in 
Information Technology (Cum Laude) and a Postgraduate 
Diploma in IT at NQF Level 8, and is an IoDSA Certified Director, 
Chartered CIO – C-CIO(SA), CITBP(SA) and PMIITPSA® 
member. Thenzie is passionate about applying AI, digital 
innovation and data to improve public financial management 
and public value — believing successful transformation is 
less about new technology than about enabling leaders to 
decide better and deliver better outcomes for citizens.

Yvonne Malesa
JB Marks Municipality
Panel Member  14:00 – 15:00
Women in Public Finance Leadership: Influencing Change 
and Driving Impact

Yvonne Nomvula Malesa is a seasoned academic with 4 
(four) degrees under her belt namely B. Com Accounting, 
Post Graduate Diploma in Finance, Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) and recently completed a Bachelor of 
Laws (LLB) degree. Yvonne is also currently pursuing Doctoral 
(PHD) studies with UNISA majoring in Risk Management and 
Finance. Yvonne has over 15 years of work experience, having 
worked in Internal Audit, Supply Chain Management, Assets 
Management and also worked as a Budget Manager for 
three years and she is currently working as a Chief Risk Officer 
(CRO) for JB Marks Local Municipality. She is also acting as a 
Director of Sports, Arts and Culture for the same Municipality. 
Yvonne serves as a Chairperson of the Risk Management 
Committee for the City of Matlosana Local Municipality. 
Moreover, Yvonne is also a qualified Facilitator, Assessor, Poet 
and Published Author of 3 books.
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Una Rautenbach
National Treasury
Panel Member  14:00 – 15:00
Women in Public Finance Leadership: Influencing Change 
and Driving Impact

Una Rautenbach is a senior public finance professional with 32 
years’ experience and deep knowledge of South Africa’s local 
government sector. She is Director: Data Management and 
Municipal Chart of Accounts (mSCOA) at National Treasury, 
where she leads local government reporting reforms and 
the roll-out of the Municipal Standard Chart of Accounts 
(mSCOA). She drives national implementation strategies, 
resolves complex rollout challenges, manages stakeholder 
relationships, and develops training and capacity-building 
initiatives. Under her leadership, the web-based mSCOA 
eLearning course and annual mSCOA Conference have been 
institutionalised, strengthening knowledge and capacity 
across the sector. She holds a BCom (Communication) and 
BCom Honours from RAU. Her expertise covers mSCOA, data 
management, local government reporting reforms, strategic 
leadership, project management, stakeholder management 
and complex reform implementation.

  6 OCTOBER  •  MAIN CONFERENCE

SPEAKER PROFILES



28  •  CIGFARO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026

The federation aims to globally connect Professional Organisations, Public 
Agencies, Institutions and Businesses involved in fostering the empowerment 
of staff in public finance and related professional positions (such as audit, risk, 
performance management) to ensure best practices are adopted, with the ob-
jective of ensuring effective, efficient and economical management of public 
finances resulting in affordable and effective service delivery. 

To advocate and enhance the role of Public Finance Officials in policymaking 
of Governments and International Organisations with regards to sound finan-
cial management practices. GFPFA is established with the vision of becoming 
the leading organisation worldwide involved in Public Finances.
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PROF.  ZAMOKUHLE MBANDLWA
09:00–10:00 • Public Sector Case Studies and Best Practice Showcases

ANDILE MAKHANDA
10:00–11:00 • Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and Future-Ready Public 
Finance Profession 

DR ANDREW SIDDLE
10:00–11:00 • Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and Future-Ready Public 
Finance Profession 

ANNALENE MARIAS
10:00–11:00 • Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and Future-Ready Public 
Finance Profession 

PHILLIP RAKGWALE
10:00–11:00 • Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and Future-Ready Public 
Finance Profession 

LESEGO KOMANE
10:00–11:00 • Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and Future-Ready Public 
Finance Profession 

ADV. DINKIE PORTIA DUBE
11:30 – 13:30 • Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust
CLLR PATRICK MCKLEIN
11:30–13:30 • Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

CLLR MUZI MTSHALI
11:30–13:30 • Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

BONGANI MDLETSHE
11:30–13:30 • Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

CASE STUDIES & BREAKAWAY SESSIONS
Four morning focus areas and four afternoon focus 

areas

PROFILE SEQUENCE 
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CASE STUDIES & BREAKAWAY SESSIONS
Four morning focus areas and four afternoon focus 

areas

PROFILE SEQUENCE 

CLLR BHEKE STOFILE
11:30–13:30 • Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

NHLAMULO MATHYE
11:30–13:30 • Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

KULANI MKHONTO
11:30–13:30 • Reimagining MFMA Implementation for Improved Municipal Performance

JUSTICE MACEKE
11:30–13:30 • Reimagining MFMA Implementation for Improved Municipal Performance

MAMIKIE BOGATSU
11:30–13:30 • Reimagining MFMA Implementation for Improved Municipal Performance

DR AMOS ZUNGU
11:30–13:30 • Reimagining MFMA Implementation for Improved Municipal Performance

THOLAKELE NDLAZULWANA
 11:30–13:30 • Modernising Financial Management for Greater Public Value

NONHLANHLA THANJEKWAYO
 11:30–13:30 • Modernising Financial Management for Greater Public Value

PHANDO EPHRAIM LEGOALE
11:30–13:30 • Modernising Financial Management for Greater Public Value

MATSOBANE APHANE
11:30–13:30 • Modernising Financial Management for Greater Public Value

NTOMBIZAMATOLO LUGONGOLO
11:30–13:30 • Moving from Assurance to Organisational Value
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CASE STUDIES & BREAKAWAY SESSIONS
Four morning focus areas and four afternoon focus 

areas

PROFILE SEQUENCE 

PROF. CAMERON MODISANE
11:30–13:30 • Moving from Assurance to Organisational Value

JAY RAMHARAK
11:30–13:30 • Moving from Assurance to Organisational Value

ALISTAIR CHIBI
11:30–13:30 • Moving from Assurance to Organisational Value

JONATHAN KLEINHANS
 14:30–16:30 • Leading the Digital Future of Public Financial Management

ROBINSON SHAI
14:30–16:30 • Leading the Digital Future of Public Financial Management

ANIR BIDESI
14:30–16:30 • Leading the Digital Future of Public Financial Management

KHOLOFELO HALEFOSE
14:30–16:30 • Leading the Digital Future of Public Financial Management

CLLR. LOYISO MASUKU
14:30–16:30 • Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s Challenges

PROF. NIRMALA DORASAMY
14:30–16:30 • Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s Challenges

MUSA MBHELE
14:30–16:30 • Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s Challenges

LERATO PHASHA
14:30–16:30 • Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s Challenges

SADESH RAMJATHAN
14:30–16:30 • Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s Challenges
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CASE STUDIES & BREAKAWAY SESSIONS
Four morning focus areas and four afternoon focus 

areas

PROFILE SEQUENCE 

DR JOEY KRISHNAN
14:30–16:30 • Financing Infrastructure for Long-Term Public Value

JAMES MJ MATSIE
14:30–16:30 • Financing Infrastructure for Long-Term Public Value

SKHUMBUZO MGOBHOZI
 14:30–16:30 • Financing Infrastructure for Long-Term Public Value

DR NOMONDE LINDELANI KHIVA
14:30–16:30 • Financing Infrastructure for Long-Term Public Value

SIYASANGA NONDLAZI
14:30–16:30 • Strengthening Transparency Through Quality Financial Reporting

DR MARISKA MCKENZIE
14:30–16:30 • Strengthening Transparency Through Quality Financial Reporting

NELSIWE NCAMA
14:30–16:30 • Strengthening Transparency Through Quality Financial Reporting

MANENZHE 
14:30–16:30 • Strengthening Transparency Through Quality Financial Reporting
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Professor Zamokuhle Mbandlwa 
Associate Professor of Public Administration, Durban 
University of Technology (DUT)
Presenter 09:00 – 10:00
Public Sector Case Studies and Best Practice Showcases

Associate Professor of Public Administration at DUT, with 
expertise in public governance, policy, leadership, disaster 
risk management and international higher education. 
He holds a Doctor of Administration and sits on the DHET 
Reference Group for the Internationalization of Higher 
Education Policy, the DUT Senate and SENEX, and holds visiting 
professorships in Brazil, Malaysia, Russia, India, Indonesia, 
Uganda and Zimbabwe. An author and editor of several 
international books, he has published over 85 peer-reviewed 
articles and received multiple research excellence awards. 
His research centres on governance, public sector reform, 
service delivery and sustainable development, and he 
contributes actively to international academic collaboration 
and policy development. He is a sought-after voice on how 
public institutions can translate policy intent into delivery on 
the ground.

Andile Makhanda
Munsoft
Panel Member 10:00 – 11:00
Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and 
Future-Ready Public Finance Profession

Andile Makhanda is the Chief Product Officer at Munsoft, 
with over 20 years of experience in technology, ERP solutions 
and the local government sector. His career spans product 
development, operations, stakeholder engagement and 
strategic leadership, with a particular focus on municipal 
financial management and digital transformation. He works 
closely with municipalities, government institutions and 
industry stakeholders to advance technology solutions that 
support effective governance, financial management and 
sustainable service delivery. Andile is passionate about 
using technology, collaboration and innovation to help build 
efficient, future-ready municipalities.
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Dr Andrew Siddle
Public Governance and Policy Consultant
Panel Member 10:00 – 11:00
Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and 
Future-Ready Public Finance Profession

Dr Andrew Siddle works across academia and consulting, 
focusing on public governance, public finance, public 
policy and multi-level government. His consulting clients 
have included the National Treasury, DBSA, World Bank, 
UN Development Program, UN Capital Development Fund, 
EU, Infrastructure Technical Assistance Facility, Swedish 
International Center for Local Democracy, Public Service 
Commission of Ghana, Angola’s Department of Territorial 
Administration, and Saudi Arabia’s Center for Local 
Governance. Academically, he has taught Urban Politics 
and Administration at UCT’s Department of Political Studies, 
Public Sector Finance at UCT’s Graduate School of Business, 
and — as Adjunct Associate Professor — various courses in 
UCT’s College of Accounting. He is also a facilitator with the 
National School of Government. Qualifications: BA, LLB, LLM, PG 
Dip Tax, MBA, MCom, PhD.

Annalene Marais
CIGFARO 
Panel Member 10:00 – 11:00
Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and 
Future-Ready Public Finance Profession

Annalene Marais is the Chief Financial Officer at Sol Plaatje 
University in Kimberley. She is a qualified chartered accoun-
tant with extensive experience in accounting and auditing in 
various sectors of the economy - including agriculture, min-
ing, local and provincial government and higher education. 
She is the Deputy Chairperson of the SAICA Central Region 
Council also serves as a board member of the Chartered In-
stitute of Government Finance Audit and Risk Officers (CIG-
FARO) where she chairs the Audit and Risk Committee of the 
Institute. During 2018, she was chosen as one of the finalists 
of the SAICA top 35 under 35 competition. Annalene has a 
keen interest in, and continues to develop her skills in the ar-
eas of financial and integrated reporting, strategy develop-
ment, risk management, team leadership and stakeholder 
engagement.
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Phillip Rakgwale
City of Ekurhuleni
Panel Member 10:00 – 11:00
Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and 
Future-Ready Public Finance Profession

Mothophatlheng Phillip Rakgwale is a governance, risk, 
audit and forensic assurance executive with over 20 years’ 
leadership experience across local government, national 
and provincial departments, state-owned entities and 
regulatory environments. He is Group Chief Audit Executive 
at the City of Ekurhuleni, leading internal audit, governance, 
risk management, performance auditing, forensic assurance 
and oversight across the metro and its entities. He is 
President of the Southern African Institute of Government 
Auditors (SAIGA) and a former Chairperson of the ABASA 
Council. His credentials include RGA, CIA, CISA and CFE 
designations, executive programmes at the Universities of 
Pretoria and Cape Town, and he is pursuing an MBA. Before 
joining Ekurhuleni’s Executive Management Team, he was a 
Senior Audit Manager at the Auditor-General of South Africa, 
leading major public sector audits, municipal oversight, 
forensic investigations and engagements with Parliament, 
SCOPA and audit committees.

Lesego Komane
National School of Government (NSG)
Panel Member 10:00 – 11:00
Professionalisation: Building a Competent, Ethical and 
Future-Ready Public Finance Profession

Mr Lesego Komane is a seasoned finance professional 
with over 15 years of experience in public sector financial 
management, accounting, and governance. He currently 
serves as Director: Financial Accounting at the National 
School of Government (NSG), where he leads the 
preparation and submission of annual financial statements, 
strengthening financial controls, and ensuring compliance 
with key legislative and regulatory frameworks.  Previously, as 
Deputy Director for Financial Reporting at the NSG, and Group 
Accountant at South African Forestry Company SOC Limited, 
Mr Komane has strong technical expertise in Modified Cash 
Standards (MCS), GRAP, IFRS, PFMA and has played a key 
role in audit coordination, donor funding management, 
and policy development. He holds a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Specialised Accountancy from the University of the 
Witwatersrand and a Post Graduate Diploma in Business 
Administration from the University of South Africa.
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Adv. Dinkie Portia Dube
Public Protector South Africa
Keynote Speaker  11:30 – 13:30
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Adv. Dinkie Portia Dube took office as South Africa’s Public 
Protector in April 2026, following her appointment by 
the President on the recommendation of the National 
Assembly. She succeeded Adv. Kholeka Gcaleka, whose term 
concluded after the 2025 General Elections. Since assuming 
the role, Dube has committed the institution to strengthening 
its investigative capacity and reducing the backlog of 
complaints, while defending the office’s constitutional 
independence under section 182 of the Constitution. Her 
tenure has been marked by a renewed emphasis on 
accessible, timeous redress for complainants and on the 
Public Protector’s duty to report without fear, favour or 
prejudice.

Cllr Muzi Mtshali
City of uMhlathuze
Panel Member  11:30 – 13:30
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Cllr Muzi Mtshali is the Deputy Mayor of the City of uMhlathuze, 
with experience in local government, public administration 
and community leadership. A councillor since 2016, he has 
served in various portfolios and previously chaired the 
Municipal Public Accounts Committee at King Cetshwayo 
District Municipality; he now chairs the Electrical and Energy 
Services Portfolio at uMhlathuze. He holds a Diploma in 
Public Management from uMfolozi TVET College. His focus as 
Deputy Mayor is on oversight, accountability and improved 
service delivery. Cllr Mtshali is committed to sustainable 
development that benefits uMhlathuze residents. He brings 
a community-centred approach to every portfolio he holds. 
Drawing on nearly a decade in municipal governance, he 
works to strengthen institutional accountability and ensure 
that public resources are directed towards initiatives 
that deliver lasting social and economic value for the 
communities of uMhlathuze.
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Cllr Patrick McKlein
Siyancuma Local Municipality
Panel Member  11:30 – 13:30
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Cllr Patrick McKlein is an experienced local government rep-
resentative with over 15 years of public service. He has served 
as a Councillor of Siyancuma Local Municipality since 2011 
and has held various leadership, governance and oversight 
positions. Since 2019, he has served as Mayor, providing lead-
ership in local government, community development, service 
delivery and intergovernmental relations. His experience in-
cludes EXCO, finance, infrastructure and corporate services, 
as well as MPAC and district municipality representation. He 
holds qualifications in Marketing Management, Local Gov-
ernment Law and Administration, Management and Munic-
ipal Finance Management, with expertise spanning gover-
nance, financial oversight, infrastructure and community 
representation.

Bongani Mdletshe
National Treasury
Panel Member  11:30 – 13:30 
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Completed a National Diploma in Accounting, In Service 
Training and Qualified as a Practicing Accountant for 
Institute of Professional Accountant of South Africa (SAIPA), 
Obtained master’s in business administration (MBA) 
at Mancosa, MFMP NQF 6, Broad Based Black Economic 
Empowerment Management Programme NQF 7 at UNISA. 
CIGFARO member in good standing. Twenty- seven years 
combined experience as Municipal Chief Financial Officer 
and Financial Management Consultant for public and private 
sector. Worked for National Treasury as a Municipal Technical 
Advisor for Municipal Financial Improvement Programme 
Phase II (MFIPII) since 2015, mSCOA Advisor supporting 
North West Provincial Treasury as from 2018 and currently 
supporting Mpumalanga Provincial Treasury on mSCOA till 31 
March 2027.
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Cllr Bheki Stofile 
SALGA
Speaker 11:30 – 13:30
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Over 26 years in the private and public sector, Cllr Bheke Stofile 
has held various leadership positions, serving in numerous 
political roles and on boards. He joined local government 
in 2011 as Speaker of the Matjhabeng Local Municipality, 
later serving recurring terms as Mayor. He holds several 
diplomas and certificates, including from GIBS. He works 
across all three spheres of government — local, provincial 
and national. Government associations have tasked him 
with leading on Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs, where he drove input and debate on laws affecting 
local government, including the Municipal Structures and 
Municipal Systems Amendments and matters of audit 
and municipal performance. Cllr Stofile was elected SALGA 
President at the National Conference in March 2022, having 
served on its National Executive Committee since after the 
2016 local government elections. On 14 October 2022, he was 
elected one of five Co-Presidents of United Cities and Local 
Governments (UCLG).

Nhlamulo Mathye
SALGA
Speaker 11:30 – 13:30
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Mr Nhlamulo Mathye is a Senior Advisor for Inclusive 
Governance at the South African Local Government 
Association (SALGA) National Office under Governance 
Cluster, Councillor Welfare Support and Municipal Resilience. 
Mr Mathye role includes providing sector strategic advisory, 
technical assistance, and capacity-building training 
initiatives to municipalities to strengthen good governance, 
ethical leadership, oversight and accountability, and 
compliance, including the provision of support to internal 
functionaries and structures of the municipal councils, 
and it’s committees. The role includes provision of advisory 
support to municipalities on councillor welfare and support 
programmes. Mr Mathye holds a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration (MPA) at the University of Pretoria, and 
presently studying towards a Masters Degree in Management 
specialising in Governance and Public Policy at the University 
of Witwatersrand.



42  •  CIGFARO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026 43  •  CIGFARO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026

  7 OCTOBER  •  CASE STUDIES & BREAKAWAY SESSIONS

SPEAKER PROFILES

Kulani Mkhonto
Munsoft
Main Presenter  11:30 – 13:30
Reimagining MFMA Implementation for Improved Municipal 
Performance

She is a municipal finance and financial systems professional 
with over 14 years of experience in revenue management, 
financial processes, reporting, and compliance within the 
local government sector. Her experience has provided 
her with a strong understanding of the challenges and 
opportunities within the municipal finance environment. She 
enjoys working with people and systems to develop practical 
solutions that improve financial processes and contribute to 
effective service delivery. She is passionate about continuous 
learning and professional development, particularly in 
Accounting, Finance, and Municipal Financial Management.
Outside of her professional life, she is a mother who values 
growth, purpose, and lifelong learning. She enjoys travelling, 
hiking, staying active and exploring new experiences.

Justice Maceke
Munsoft
Panel Member  11:30 – 13:30
Reimagining MFMA Implementation for Improved Municipal 
Performance

He is a Municipal Finance and Financial Management 
Systems (FMS) professional with over 10 years’ experience, 
including eight at Munsoft supporting municipalities with 
financial management processes, systems implementation 
and operational support. He holds a BCom in Accounting 
and is currently an Operational Support Analyst. His 
practical experience spans General Ledger, Fixed Assets, 
Supply Chain Management, Creditors, Stores and Inventory, 
Revenue, Budgeting, Annual Financial Statements (AFS), 
reconciliations, financial controls and mSCOA. He applies the 
MFMA, GRAP, mSCOA and National Treasury requirements, 
helping municipalities translate regulatory obligations into 
effective financial processes, system controls and accurate 
financial reporting.
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Nonhlanhla Thanjekwayo
KZN Tourism and Film Authority
Panel member  11:30 – 13:30
Modernising Financial Management for Greater Public Value

Nonhlanhla Thanjekwayo is the Acting Chief Financial Officer 
at the KZN Tourism and Film Authority. She holds a BCom in 
Accounting, Post Graduate Diploma in Business Management 
as well as a Masters in Business Administration(MBA). She is 
Financial professional with over 18 years finance experience 
and strategic management in both private and public sector. 
She started her career as part of the Finance Graduate 
Programme at Unilever South Africa in 2008. And progressed 
through the FMCG company. She joined the public sector 
in 2015, where she is now the Acting CFO for KZN Tourism 
and Film Authority. She’s a married mom of 2 and enjoys 
assisting high scholars discover and calve their career paths 
in deciding what to study further, before embarking on their 
tertiary studies.

Phando Ephraim Legoale
North West Department of Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs
Panel Member  11:30 – 13:30
Modernising Financial Management for Greater Public Value

A public sector finance professional with 22 years in 
government financial management, Mr Legoale is CFO of the 
North West Department of COGTA, where he leads strategic 
financial oversight. Hailing from the North West Province, 
his expertise spans salaries, accounts payable, supply 
chain management, financial systems and annual financial 
statements. Under his tenure the Department earned its 
first clean audit outcome since democracy, for the 2025/26 
audit by the Auditor-General South Africa. He holds a BCom 
in Accounting and Management and a BCom Honours in 
Management, is a registered Professional Accountant (SA) 
with SAIPA, and is affiliated with CIGFARO and ABASA. In 2024 
he was named Nedbank Top Empowerment Awards Public 
Sector Leader of the Year. His career reflects a sustained 
commitment to strengthening financial governance and 
accountability across provincial government.
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Prof. Cameron Modisane
University of South Africa (UNISA)
Main Presenter  11:30 – 13:30
Moving from Assurance to Organisational Value

Deputy Executive Dean of UNISA’s College of Accounting 
Sciences, and Chairperson of its Finance, Risk and Audit 
Committee. He is Interim Board Chair of Oxfam South Africa, 
co-founder and Treasurer-General of the South African 
Association of PhDs, and a Treasurer and Board Director 
of the ISACA SA Chapter. He holds a PhD in Accounting 
Sciences (North-West University), an MCom in Computer 
Auditing (University of Johannesburg) and a BCom Honours 
(University of Pretoria), and is a CISA and ISAP (SA). He is a 
member of CIBA, IoDSA, IIA South Africa and ABASA, and is 
among South Africa’s youngest professors with a PhD in 
Accounting. With over 20 years across private sector, public 
sector and academia — including the Auditor-General of 
South Africa, PwC and Nkonki — he supervises Masters’ and 
PhD students in public sector accounting, internal auditing, 
risk and governance, and publishes on artificial intelligence 
in auditing. He is a regular commentator on eNCA, SABC, 
SAFM, Radio 2000, YFM and TruFM.
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Jay Ramharak
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Treasury
Panel Member  11:30 – 13:30
Moving from Assurance to Organisational Value

Director: Risk and Advisory Services at the KwaZulu-Natal 
Provincial Treasury, with experience across the public sector, 
private industry and professional services, including KPMG. He 
advises departments, public entities, audit committees and 
boards on governance, enterprise risk, combined assurance 
and resilience, and serves on the IRMSA KwaZulu-Natal 
Working Committee. A champion of integrity, accountability 
and ethical leadership, he sees governance as more than 
compliance — it is the foundation for resilient organisations 
and lasting public trust. Outside work he is active in the Divine 
Life Society of South Africa, supporting the All-Souls Day Meal 
Programme and the Lifting Lives Initiative.
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Alistair Chibi
SALGA
Panel member  11:30 – 13:30
Moving from Assurance to Organisational Value

Alistair Chibi is a senior local government governance, risk 
and compliance professional, currently Senior Advisor: 
Municipal Risk Management and Compliance at SALGA, 
where he supports municipalities on enterprise risk 
management, governance, accountability and assurance. 
His career spans internal audit, risk management, business 
continuity and municipal governance, with experience 
at KPMG, the Department of International Relations and 
Cooperation, Greater Giyani Municipality and SALGA. He has 
helped municipalities establish Risk Management Units and 
Committees, develop risk frameworks and methodologies, 
run provincial risk forums, and resolve governance and audit 
challenges. His expertise covers municipal risk management, 
internal audit, combined assurance, fraud risk management, 
compliance, risk appetite, governance and municipal 
financial management. He holds an MBA, a postgraduate 
qualification in Business Management, and a B.Com in 
accounting.

Jonathan Kleinhans
Hessequa Municipality
Main Presenter 14:30 – 16:30
Leading the Digital Future of Public Financial Management

An ICT professional with over 17 years in local government, 
he is Manager: ICT, driving ICT governance, cybersecurity 
and digital transformation, and aligning technology 
investment with municipal service delivery. His expertise 
spans AI adoption, ICT risk management, asset optimisation, 
cybersecurity and budget management in resource-
constrained public sector settings, with a record in building 
governance frameworks, strengthening cyber resilience 
and leading strategic technology initiatives. He is known 
for practical, forward-looking strategy, strong stakeholder 
collaboration and a culture of continuous improvement. His 
focus: helping municipalities navigate digital disruption while 
ensuring secure, efficient and sustainable service delivery. 
He brings to the session a grounded understanding of both 
the pressures and the opportunities facing public sector ICT 
teams today.
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Robinson Shai
ManTK IT Solutions
Panel Member  14:30 – 16:30
Leading the Digital Future of Public Financial Management

Cybersecurity executive with a Computer Systems 
Engineering background and wide experience across 
cybersecurity, digital governance, risk management and 
technology assurance. He is Chief of Operations and Head 
of Cybersecurity at ManTK IT Solutions, helping organisations 
strengthen cybersecurity resilience, governance, security 
operations and technology risk management. His work 
spans penetration testing, digital forensics and incident 
response, security architecture, managed security services 
and maturity assessments. He has worked extensively with 
public-sector institutions — municipalities and government 
entities — on ICT governance, cybersecurity maturity 
and organisational resilience, and chairs the ICT Steering 
Committee at the Eastern Cape Rural Development Agency.

Cllr. Loyiso Masuku
City of Johannesburg
Main Presenter 14:30 – 16:30
Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s 
Challenges

Cllr. Masuku is the first-ever Executive Deputy Mayor of 
Johannesburg, elected unopposed to the newly created 
position in February 2026, and the first woman to hold 
it. She has wide experience in public leadership across 
student activism, provincial government and municipal 
administration. She most recently served as the City’s MMC 
for Finance and continues in that portfolio, leading work on 
revenue collection, debt management and sustainable 
funding for essential services. In December 2025 she 
became the first woman elected Chairperson of the ANC 
Greater Johannesburg Region. As Executive Deputy Mayor 
she supports Executive Mayor Dada Morero in strengthening 
governance and service delivery, focusing on oversight, 
intergovernmental cooperation and the City’s turnaround 
plans for revenue, basic services and residents’ quality of life.
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Prof. Nirmala Dorasamy
Durban University of Technology
Panel member 14:30 – 16:30
Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s 
Challenges

NRF-rated Full Professor in Public Management and Eco-
nomics at DUT, teaching undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes. Her research centres on ethics and public 
sector management, particularly governance-driven im-
provements to service delivery in a democratic dispensation. 
She collaborates internationally with universities in Australia, 
Egypt, India and the Czech Republic on governance, lead-
ership excellence and ethical practice. She has supervised 
numerous Masters and Doctoral graduates and serves as a 
local and international postgraduate examiner, and her col-
laborative work with institutions abroad has helped shape 
comparative perspectives on public governance. Alongside 
her academic publications — textbooks, higher-education 
books and journal articles — she is a sought-after keynote 
speaker and session chair at international conferences.

Lerato Phasha
SALGA
Panel Member  14:30 – 16:30
Financial Resilience in Local Government: Navigating Today’s 
Challenges

Lerato Phasha is the Portfolio Head for Municipal Finance 
and Revenue Enhancement at the South African Local 
Government Association (SALGA). She is a finance 
professional and researcher with over a decade of experience 
in financial management, policy development, and banking 
in both private and public sectors. Phasha holds an MBA 
and multiple qualifications in auditing and finance. Her work 
focuses on municipal fiscal policy, infrastructure planning, 
and improving access to capital for local government service 
delivery. She has been actively involved in advocating for 
increased funding and capacity building to enhance the 
financial sustainability of municipalities, addressing issues 
like inadequate funding, high unemployment, poverty, and 
inefficiencies in revenue collection.
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James MJ Matsie
SALGA
Panel Member  14:30 – 16:30
Financing Infrastructure for Long-Term Public Value

James MJ Matsie is a municipal infrastructure finance 
specialist with nearly two decades of experience across 
public finance, policy and infrastructure delivery. He is 
currently technical lead at SALGA on establishing a Local 
Government Financing Agency, a reform aimed at widening 
municipalities’ access to affordable, long-term capital. 
Known for turning complex financial and policy questions 
into decisions that stick, his work increasingly links municipal 
finance to the trading services reforms, and his research 
examines municipal green bonds for climate-resilient 
infrastructure. He holds master’s degrees in Public Policy and 
in Energy Leadership from Wits, and believes institutional 
reform is the surest path to transforming local government. 
Away from work, he reads widely, plays tennis and collects 
fountain pens.

Skhumbuzo Mgobhozi
KZN COGTA
Panel Member  14:30 – 16:30 
Financing Infrastructure for Long-Term Public Value

Skhumbuzo Mgobhozi is a public sector professional with 28 
years’ experience, including 15 at the South African Revenue 
Service (SARS) and 12 at the KwaZulu-Natal Department 
of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (KZN 
CoGTA). At SARS he worked in VAT auditing, integrated tax 
audits and investigations, taxpayer services, employee 
relations, labour law and workplace dispute resolution. He 
now serves at KZN CoGTA as Deputy Director: Municipal 
Finance, specialising in Unauthorised, Irregular, Fruitless 
and Wasteful Expenditure (UIFW) and municipal financial 
governance. Mr Mgobhozi has developed and implemented 
UIFW strategies and frameworks, supported municipalities in 
addressing UIFW, and facilitated training for Municipal Public 
Accounts Committees (MPACs) and Financial Misconduct 
Disciplinary Boards. He has also contributed to professional 
development initiatives with CIGFARO, SALGA and other 
institutions. He holds qualifications in Accounting, Forensic 
Investigation and Criminal Justice, and Public Management.
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Dr Nomonde Lindelani Khiva
SALGA
Panel member 14:30 – 16:30
Financing Infrastructure for Long-Term Public Value

Public finance specialist in municipal fiscal policy, revenue 
management, governance and financial sustainability. Holds 
a DPA, an MBA and a BCom in Accounting, plus qualifications 
in real estate, project management and municipal financial 
management. She works on municipal fiscal policy reform, 
revenue management and financial sustainability at SALGA. 
Her experience spans national and local government, 
academia, public sector property management, advisory 
services and municipal administration — across metropolitan 
(City of Cape Town, Buffalo City), district (OR Tambo) and 
local (King Sabata Dalindyebo, Elundini) municipalities. 
Her doctoral research developed a framework for effective 
municipal revenue management. She is committed to 
stronger municipal financial resilience, sound financial 
governance and sustainable, accountable local government.

Dr Mariska McKenzie
University of Johannesburg
Panel Member  14:30 – 16:30
Strengthening Transparency Through Quality Financial 
Reporting

Dr Mariska McKenzie is an academic, Chartered Accountant 
and Registered Auditor with over 17 years of academic and 
professional experience. A Senior Lecturer at the University of 
Johannesburg, she bridges accounting education, research 
and the practical challenges facing public institutions. 
Her research centres on municipal financial distress, audit 
outcomes, governance and accountability. Her PhD in 
Auditing developed a framework for resolving municipal 
financial distress through improved audit outcomes and 
turnaround strategies. She also serves in leadership and 
research roles within SAICA and other professional bodies. 
A advocate for ethical leadership and sustainable public 
finances, she contributes through research, teaching, 
conference presentations and collaboration — work that 
seeks to strengthen public institutions and improve outcomes 
for communities.
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Nelsiwe Ncama
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Treasury
Panel Member  14:30 – 16:30 
Strengthening Transparency Through Quality Financial 
Reporting

Nelsiwe Ncama is a qualified Chartered Accountant CA(SA), 
holding a Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting from UCT and 
a BCom Accounting degree from the University of Zululand. 
She serves as Deputy Director: Municipal Accounting and Re-
porting at the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Treasury, where she 
has spent over five years strengthening municipal financial 
management and reporting. Committed to transparency, 
accountability and good governance, she provides techni-
cal support and strategic guidance to municipalities on pre-
paring and reviewing Annual Financial Statements, ensur-
ing GRAP and regulatory compliance. She assists with audit 
readiness, resolving Auditor-General findings, strengthening 
internal controls and improving financial reporting. Through 
capacity-building and Financial Management Projects, she 
works closely with municipal officials to strengthen institu-
tional capacity and support sustainable improvements in 
audit outcomes and compliance.
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Cllr Bheki Stofile 
SALGA
Speaker 11:30 – 13:30
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Over 26 years in the private and public sector, Cllr Bheke Stofile 
has held various leadership positions, serving in numerous 
political roles and on boards. He joined local government 
in 2011 as Speaker of the Matjhabeng Local Municipality, 
later serving recurring terms as Mayor. He holds several 
diplomas and certificates, including from GIBS. He works 
across all three spheres of government — local, provincial 
and national. Government associations have tasked him 
with leading on Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs, where he drove input and debate on laws affecting 
local government, including the Municipal Structures and 
Municipal Systems Amendments and matters of audit 
and municipal performance. Cllr Stofile was elected SALGA 
President at the National Conference in March 2022, having 
served on its National Executive Committee since after the 
2016 local government elections. On 14 October 2022, he was 
elected one of five Co-Presidents of United Cities and Local 
Governments (UCLG).

Nhlamulo Mathye
SALGA
Speaker 11:30 – 13:30
Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Public Trust

Mr Nhlamulo Mathye is a Senior Advisor for Inclusive 
Governance at the South African Local Government 
Association (SALGA) National Office under Governance 
Cluster, Councillor Welfare Support and Municipal Resilience. 
Mr Mathye role includes providing sector strategic advisory, 
technical assistance, and capacity-building training 
initiatives to municipalities to strengthen good governance, 
ethical leadership, oversight and accountability, and 
compliance, including the provision of support to internal 
functionaries and structures of the municipal councils, 
and it’s committees. The role includes provision of advisory 
support to municipalities on councillor welfare and support 
programmes. Mr Mathye holds a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration (MPA) at the University of Pretoria, and 
presently studying towards a Masters Degree in Management 
specialising in Governance and Public Policy at the University 
of Witwatersrand.
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Matsobane Aphane
KZN COGTA
Speaker 11:30 – 13:30
Modernising Financial Management for Greater Public Value

OM Aphane is a senior public finance executive and Chief 
Financial Officer of the Department of Traditional Affairs, 
bringing 30 years of experience in public sector financial 
management, strategic planning, governance, risk man-
agement and regulatory compliance. His professional ex-
pertise spans public financial management, performance 
budgeting, financial governance, accountability and insti-
tutional risk management, supported by a postgraduate 
qualification in Public Finance Management from Stellen-
bosch University. Under his leadership, the Department has 
achieved nine unqualified audits with no findings, demon-
strating sustained commitment to sound financial manage-
ment, effective internal controls, transparent reporting and 
legislative compliance. He is committed to strengthening 
accountability, ethical leadership, financial sustainability 
and organisational performance. His experience provides a 
valuable perspective on the practical challenges of finan-
cial governance and the role of strong financial leadership in 
strengthening public sector institutions and service delivery.
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08 October 2026

CLOSING DAY
Collaboration, MoU signing, purpose, closing reflections 

and motivational session

PROFILE SEQUENCE 

 SITHOLE MBANGA

09:15–09:45 • The Power of Collaboration: Building Networks that Drive Public Value

BONTLE LERUMO AND NAKISANI MATHOBO

09:45–10:15 • Ceremonial signing of the Memorandum of Understanding

DALUHLANGA MAJEKE

10:15 – 10:45 • Leading with Purpose: The Human Side of Public Finance Leadership

DR NAMANE DICKSON MASEMOLA 

 10:45 – 11:30 •  From Vision to Action: Shaping the Future of Public Finance Leadership in          	

              South Africa

LOUISE MULLER

 11:30–12:15 • Closing of the Conference

LONDY NGCOBO 

12:15– 13:00 • Motivational Speaker
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Sithole Mbanga
SALGA
Speaker 09:15 – 09:45
The Power of Collaboration: Building Networks that Drive 
Public Value

Sithole Mbanga has spent over 25 years in local government 
innovation, turning strategy into action and energising 
teams to unlock organisational potential. He is CEO of the 
South African Local Government Association (SALGA), having 
previously led the South African Cities Network (SACN). He 
is widely regarded as one of the country’s foremost experts 
on the evolution of the local government system and 
municipal development, and a leading advocate for the 
urban development agenda. He studied Political Science 
and Sociology at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. As Local 
Government Coordinator at the National Business Initiative, 
he led capacity-building work through the Municipal Service 
Partnerships programme — experience that made him part 
of the team behind South Africa’s Integrated Development 
Planning framework. After the 1998 White Paper on Local 
Government, he was tasked with founding SACN to support 
SALGA’s advocacy for a national urban agenda.

Bontle Lerumo
Public Service Education and Training Authority
Speaker  09:45 – 10:15
Ceremonial signing of the Memorandum of Understanding

Bontle Lerumo — CEO of PSETA since 2019. Strategic 
governance and risk leadership; eight consecutive clean 
audits. MBA (UJ), Postgraduate Diploma in Business 
Management (Milpark), BCom in Accounting and Auditing 
(North-West University). Former CFO and Deputy Director-
General at the Public Service Commission, where she built 
deep expertise in financial management, compliance, and 
enterprise risk frameworks. She serves on the boards of the 
Institute of Risk Management of South Africa, the University 
of Pretoria’s Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences, 
the Tshwane University of Technology’s Institute for Future 
World of Work, and the Ministerial (MPSA) Advisory Committee 
on Curriculum and Quality Assurance. Across these roles she 
champions governance standards and skills development 
for the public sector.
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Nakisani Mathobo 
CIGFARO CEO
Speaker 09:45 – 10:15
Ceremonial signing of the Memorandum of Understanding

Nakisani Patrick Mathobo is a governance specialist 
and executive leader with over 20 years in corporate risk 
management, internal audits, business continuity, and 
public sector governance. As CEO of CIGFARO, he drives 
organisational change, strategic growth, and stakeholder 
engagement. He is pursuing a Doctor of Business Leadership 
at UNISA, holds an MBA from Henley Business School, 
and has held senior roles at the Gauteng Department of 
Education, National Treasury, the Department of Justice, and 
the Commission for Gender Equality. His expertise covers 
strategic planning, governance, risk management, and anti-
corruption frameworks. His leadership helped the Gauteng 
Department of Education achieve its first two consecutive 
clean audits in 13 years.

Daluhlanga Majeke
Eastern Cape Provincial treasury
Speaker 10:15 – 10:45
Leading with Purpose: The Human Side of Public Finance 
Leadership

Dalu Majeke started his career as an Accountant to Assistant 
manager for the National Prosecuting Authority in 1998. He 
later became the Financial Manager of the Department 
of Land Affairs and the Director of National Treasury. In 
November 2009, Majeke was named Chief Financial Officer 
of National Treasury South Africa. In 2015 he moved to the 
Eastern Cape and became Head of Department at the EC 
Treasury. Majeke received a nomination for the CFO Awards 
2014.
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Dr Namane Dickson Masemola 
Deputy Minister of COGTA
Speaker 10:45 – 11:30
From Vision to Action: Shaping the Future of Public Finance 
Leadership in South Africa

Dr. Namane Dickson Masemola is a South African political 
leader and public servant with over three decades 
in governance, political leadership, and community 
development. He currently serves as Deputy Minister of 
Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs and as 
a Member of Parliament. Beginning in the anti-apartheid 
youth movements of the 1980s, he has held senior ANC 
roles, including Deputy Provincial Chairperson in Limpopo 
and membership of the National Executive Committee. In 
government, he served as MEC for Education, Public Works, 
Social Development, and Transport and Community Safety, 
and was founding Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune District 
Municipality. He holds a PhD in Public Administration and 
remains committed to ethical leadership and developmental 
local government.

Londy Ngcobo
Blaqmermaid
Motivational Speaker  12:15 – 13:00

Londy Ngcobo is a prominent public speaker and the first 
female dredge master in Africa. Her journey into public 
speaking is deeply intertwined with her experiences in the 
maritime industry, where she shares compelling stories from 
her career at sea. Londy grew up in Durban, South Africa, where 
she initially feared the ocean due to societal stereotypes 
suggesting that black individuals were not meant to be in 
the water. However, she overcame these fears and pursued 
a career in maritime leadership, ultimately becoming a 
captain. Her unique background and achievements serve as 
a powerful narrative in her speaking engagements, inspiring 
others to challenge stereotypes and pursue their dreams 
regardless of societal expectations.
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COMPANY PROFILES

Adapt IT / Caseware Africa: 
Caseware Africa, a division of Adapt IT, provides trusted audit, 
assurance, and financial reporting software used by over 25,000 
users across Africa. Designed to support ISAs, IFRS, GRAP, and IPSAS, it 
combines structured audit methodologies, automated workflows, and 
secure cloud collaboration to help organisations standardise work, 
improve data integrity, and meet stringent regulatory compliance 
requirements.
 
 
Bonakude: 
Bonakude is an indigenous award-winning professional services firm 
specialising in accounting, consulting, and assurance. Serving diverse 
clients across public and private sectors—including municipalities, 
government departments, and state-owned entities—the firm delivers 
exceptional, tailored solutions based on a deep understanding of 
dynamic sector environments and challenges.

CCG Systems:
CCG Systems provides innovative technology solutions that integrate 
digital platforms, business systems and intelligent automation to 
optimise organisational performance. Its solutions enable streamlined 
processes, real-time insights, improved efficiency and smarter, 
technology-driven decision-making.

Contour Technology: 
Established in 1997, Contour Technology provides innovative prepaid 
solutions and revenue management services with nearly 30 years 
of experience. The company helps private and public sector clients 
reduce administrative burdens, improve control over bulk utility 
expenditures, enhance arrears collection, and deliver sustainable 
prepaid vending options.

 
Gensize: 
Gensize designs intelligent financial systems that help municipalities 
improve compliance, revenue collection, reporting accuracy, 
and operational efficiency. Combining cost leadership with 
specialised services, Gensize develops advanced platforms like 
data management systems, indigent management platforms, and 
verification tools to support local government.
 

iFix Business Solutions (iFixBS): 
iFix Business Solutions is a leading provider of integrated business 
solutions, enterprise resource planning, financial management 
systems, and technology-driven advisory services. As a certified 
Sage Partner and Microsoft Reseller, iFix empowers public and private 
organisations to enhance operational efficiency, strengthen financial 
governance, and achieve strategic objectives. 
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IMQS: 
For over 26 years, IMQS has leveraged modern technology to optimise 
infrastructure-based service delivery in public and private sectors. 
The company provides advice and implementation support for fit-
for-purpose solutions, with core competencies including physical 
and financial asset management, data analytics, and change 
management.

 
INCA Portfolio Managers: 
INCA Portfolio Managers is a registered Financial Services Provider 
that utilises advanced long-term financial, tariff, and credit models 
to support municipalities. These tools enable local governments 
to develop long-term financial plans, establish affordable capital 
expenditure envelopes, design cost-reflective tariffs, and formulate 
sustainable borrowing strategies. 
 

LA Health: 
Powered by Discovery, LA Health is the medical scheme of choice 
for local government employees, covering over half of all municipal 
workers. Recognised as South Africa’s most sustainable medical 
scheme for seven consecutive years, it offers six benefit options, rich 
healthcare coverage, advanced digital support, and world-leading 
wellness programmes. 

LifeLine Durban: 
LifeLine Durban is a registered non-profit organisation providing 
emotional support, crisis counselling, trauma debriefing, and 
psychosocial care across KwaZulu-Natal. For over five decades, it 
has delivered innovative, evidence-based programmes focused on 
mental health, gender-based violence prevention, and vulnerable 
community support.

 
LKCentrix: LKCentrix is a municipal data intelligence and revenue 
enhancement firm headquartered in Johannesburg. The company 
turns raw municipal records into verified, governable information 
across four integrated pillars—Systems, Indigent, Data, and Revenue—
to protect revenue, target subsidies, and strengthen audit outcomes.

MaxProf: 
Established in 2001, MaxProf is a leading South African VAT and tax 
optimisation specialist serving municipalities, state-owned entities, 
and private organisations. The firm has recovered over R20 billion for 
clients through specialised services including VAT recovery, accounts 
payable reviews, and tax compliance.

CREATING
THRIVING 
COMMUNITIES
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MBL Smart Solutions: 
Celebrating 10 years in the industry, MBL Smart Solutions specialises 
in smart metering, automated meter reading, prepaid vending, 
bill payment, and revenue management. The company delivers 
reliable, customer-focused technology solutions designed to improve 
operational efficiency and revenue collection.

 
Municipex Financial Solutions: 
Municipex partners with South African municipalities to strengthen 
financial management, revenue performance, and sustainable 
service delivery. Through practical expertise and data-driven 
technology, Municipex supports debt collection, asset management, 
financial reporting, and revenue enhancement.

MunSoft:
MunSoft provides innovative software solutions to streamline 
municipal operations and enhance service delivery. By automating 
key workflows across finances, billing, assets, and administration, 
it empowers municipalities to improve operational efficiency, 
strengthen compliance, and make data-driven decisions.

 
Nedbank Group: 
Nedbank Group is one of Africa’s largest banking groups, offering 
wholesale, retail, and international banking services across multiple 
African countries. Listed on the JSE with a level 1 BBBEE status, Nedbank 
maintains top-quartile ESG scores and provides diversified financial 
solutions.

Ntiyiso: 
Ntiyiso is an authentically African management consulting firm 
established in 2005 to empower institutions driving development. 
With over 200 senior professionals, the firm combines strategic 
advisory with hands-on implementation across revenue optimisation, 
organisational development, and economic growth.

Opulentia Financial Services: 
Established in 2006, Opulentia is an independent financial services 
and insurance brokerage firm offering comprehensive, tailor-
made solutions in short-term insurance, risk management, wealth 
management, and employee benefits for individuals and institution. 
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Pay@: 
Pay@ is a leading payments service provider in Southern Africa 
offering reliable, innovative, and inclusive payment solutions. 
Processing millions of transactions monthly across multiple channels, 
Pay@ simplifies financial transactions for hundreds of leading billers 
and merchants.

PayDay Software Systems: 
Established in 1989, PayDay Software Systems provides professional 
payroll, human resources, and time-and-attendance software. 
Headquartered in Pretoria, the company’s solutions are relied upon 
by 48% of all local government entities in South Africa alongside 
thousands of private businesses. 
 

Pholela Business Advisory: 
Pholela Business Advisory is a 100% black-owned full-service 
consulting firm with offices across multiple South African provinces. 
The company solves complex client problems in an agile manner that 
reduces complexity and drives early successes.

RUMAS (Revenue and Utility Management 
Solutions): 
For over 23 years, RUMAS has partnered with local government 
institutions across South Africa to provide innovative, web-based 
revenue and utility management solutions. Trusted by over 40 
municipalities, RUMAS specialises in streamlining business processes, 
enhancing compliance, and improving financial sustainability through 
flagship platforms like CollectionWise and IndiReg.

SDM Asset Management & Consulting: 
SDM is an end-to-end asset management, consulting, and 
technology company dedicated to building resilient communities 
across South Africa. s a Level 1 B-BBEE and ISO9001 accredited firm, 
SDM leverages people, processes, technology, and data to help public 
and private sector organisations optimise their asset bases.  

SurTech: 
SurTech is the exclusive reseller of Diligent, the global leader in 
governance, risk, and compliance (GRC) software trusted by over 
1 million users worldwide. As a Level 1 B-BBEE company, SurTech 
combines award-winning technology with deep local expertise to 
help South African organisations simplify complex risks and ensure 
regulatory compliance. 

B U S I N E S S  A D V I S O R Y

A C C O U N T I N G  •  A U D I T I N G  •  C O N S U L T I N G  •  E N G I N E E R I N G
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HEAD OFFICE
28 Fortress Street, Kempton Park, Johannesburg, 1620
Telephone: +27 11 394 0879  •  Whatsapp: +27 68 156 0993
E-mail: ceo@cigfaro.co.za  •  www.cigfaro.co.za


